
A FIELD GUIDE TO MURRE BILL LOADS

The following sketches were made by Ramiel Papish, a talented artist working
on the Cook Inlet Seabird and Forage Fish (CISeaFFS) Project in summer,
1996. Ram took a “field guide” approach to drawing fishes commonly carried by
adult Common Murres to their chicks at Duck Island, on the west side of Cook
Inlet. These sketches illustrate the key field marks likely to be seen by observers
using bioculars or telescopes. The eleven species illustrated here are the most
common observed at Duck Island, but this does not include all species likely to
be observed in Cook Inlet, or other areas of Alaska. However, this guide serves
as a very useful starting point for a practical field guide. If you, or others in your
group, have any artistic talent, we would encourage you to draw similar sketches
for additional species so that we can add to the guide and make it more compre-
hensive for future use. Other seabirds for which similar sketches could be made
include guillemots and puffins. At the end of your field season, please forward
your sketches to one of the following people:

John Piatt, CISeaFFS Project, Alaska Science Center, BRD/USGS, 1011 E.
Tudor Rd., Anchorage, AK 99503.  907 786-3549

Vernon Byrd, Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge, USFWS, 2355
Kachemak Bay Drive, Homer, AK  99603.  907 235-6546

David Irons, Migratory Bird Management, USFWS, 1011 E. Tudor Rd., An-
chorage, AK 99503.  907 786-3376
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